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Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao (Posthumous)

Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, the ninth Prime Minister of India, was a nationalist, a
polyglot, aman ofletters and a visionary statesman.

2% Born on June 28, 1921 at Laknepalli village of Telangana, Shri Narasimha Rao's life
was a testament to resilience and reform. He was profoundly moved by the poverty,
ignorance and human rights violations he had observed in his childhood. He recognized
the need for a shift in societal mindset, rebelling first against inhumane practices he had
witnessed in his own village and, as he grew older, against the misrule of the Nizam and the
atrocities of the Razakars. While he topped the matriculation examinations in the Nizam
dominion, he faced expulsion from the intermediate course for defying the Nizam orders
against reciting 'Vandemataram'. Undeterred, he pursued his studies at Nagpur
University and Ferguson College, Pune, excelling in Mathematics and Astronomy. These
formative years not only honed his academic prowess but also exposed him to the fervent
anti-British sentiment sweeping the nation. He returned to Nagpur, pursued his Degree in
Law (LLB) and topped as a gold medallist.

3. Shri Narasimha Rao's academic pursuits were imbued with a spirit of rebellion, as
he absorbed the teachings of national leaders advocating for independence. His exposure
to the anti-British movement laid the foundation for his activism against the oppressive
regime in Hyderabad state. His literary endeavours served as a weapon to denounce these
injustices and galvanize support for change. On his return to Hyderabad, he embarked on
a legal career while his heart remained with the anti-Nizam movement led by Swami
Ramananda Tirtha. Swamiji's influence moulded Narasimha Rao's political ideology,
imbuing him with a reformatory zeal, which was evident in the reforms he embarked upon

in subsequent years as a Minister in the State government and the various positions he
held in Central Government.

4. As a minister in the combined Andhra Pradesh (1962-71), Shri Narasimha Rao
spearheaded transformative initiatives, from prison reforms to the promotion of Telugu as
the official language. The land reforms he had introduced as the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh (1971-73) were courageous and path breaking.

S. Following his tenure as the Chief Minister, Shri Narasimha Rao expanded his purview
to National politics. He was the General Secretary of the Congress Party from 1975 to 1976. In
the subsequent years, he shouldered greater responsibilities as Union Minister of External
Affairs, Home, Defence and Human Resource Development. In all these positions, his novel
thinking left an indelible mark on the country's political landscape.

6. While Shri Narasimha Rao was planning to retire from politics in 1991, the tragic
assassination of Shri Rajiv Gandhi catapulted him to the position of the Prime Minister.
His term as the Prime Minister began not only with law-and-order problems in Punjab and
Assam, but also with an acute Balance of Payments crisis. His leadership was credited
with solving these problems and ushering in far-reaching economic reforms marked by
Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization. Under his stewardship, India witnessed
not only remarkable advancements in Missile, Nuclear and Mobile technologies but also
several welfare programs like the Mid-Day Meal scheme, PM Rozgar Yojna and so on. Shri
Narasimha Rao's legacy is etched in the annals of Indian history through landmark

initiatives such as Navodaya schools, Look East Policy, Economic Reforms and Land
Reforms.

s Shri Narasimha Rao was also greatly committed to literature and learning. A prolific
writer of short stories, he also translated Jnanpith Awardee Vishwanatha
Satyanarayana's 'Veyipadagalu' into Hindi as 'Sahasraphan' and Hari Narayan Apte's
Marathi novel 'Pan Lakshat Kon Gheto' into Telugu as 'Abalajeevitham'. He also authored
several other books including 'Insider’, a semi-fictionalised autobiography.

8. Shri Narasimha Rao passed away on December 23, 2004, leaving behind a legacy
of resilience, reform, a vision for a new and vibrant India.
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Chaudhary Charan Singh (Posthumous)

Chaudhary Charan Singh was a multi-faceted personality and an ardent. patrigt,
an able administrator, an astute statesman and above all, a man of character, integrity
and humanist inclinations.

V1, Born on 23 December 1902 in a peasant family at Noorpur Village .in Meerut
District of United Province (Uttar Pradesh), Chaudhary Charan Singh had his primary
education in the nearby village school at Jani Khurd and matriculation from Meerut. He
graduated in Science in 1923 and secured his Master's degree from Agra College, Agra.
He qualified for law degree in 1926 from Meerut College, Meerut.

3. Chaudhary Charan Singh was a founder member of the Ghaziabad Town
Congress Committee from 1929 to 1939. He shifted to Meerut in 1939 and serqu as
Treasurer, General Secretary and President of the Meerut District Congress Comrrpttee
from 1939 to 1946. He was greatly influenced by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and
Maharishi Daya Nand. At the call of Mahatma Gandhi, he joined the freedom struggle
and was sentenced to jail three times - in 1930, 1940 and 1942 respectively.

4. Chaudhary Charan Singh was elected for the first time to the Legislative
Assembly of the United Province from Ghaziabad-Baghpat constituency in Meerut
District in 1937. He continued to be a legislator till 1977. He played a pivotal role in the
eradication of the Zamindari System in Uttar Pradesh. Between 1951 and 1967, except
for a short period, he functioned as a member of the State Council of Ministers holding
important portfolios.

5} After the 1967 general elections, Chaudhary Charan Singh accompanied by 16 of
his followers, quit the Congress and set up a group called the Jan Congress. Later, the
entire opposition came together to form the Samyukta Vidhayak Dal (SVD). As a leader of
SVD, Chaudhary Charan Singh was appointed as the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh on
3™ April 1967. Inner strains and squabbles led to the downfall of the SVD Government
and the State was placed under President's rule. In the course of subsequent turn of
events in the Assembly, he once again became the Chief Minister in February 1970.

6. Chaudhary Charan Singh was elected to the Lok Sabha for the first time in 1977
as Janata Party candidate and was appointed as Home Minister in Shri Morarji Desai
Government. He resigned from Home Ministership in protest against the removal of Shri
Raj Narain from the Government. However, without him, the Government found it
difficult to function. He was again inducted into the Desai Government and he was
appointed Deputy Prime Minister with Finance as his portfolio.

7/ Due to new developments in Janata Party, Shri Morarji Desai resigned from the
Prime Minister's post on 15th July, 1979. After a series of consultations, the then
President, Dr. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy invited Chaudhary Charan Singh to form the
government. He was sworn in as the Prime Minister on 28th July, 1979.

8. Chaudhary Charan Singh was a great scholar of Indian economics and planning.
His books 'India's Economic Policy - the Gandhian Blueprint' and 'Economic Nightmare
of India - Its Cause and cure' are masterpieces on the Indian agrarian theme. Some of
his important publications include : 'Abolition of Zamindari', 'Co-operative Farming X-
rayed', 'India's Poverty and its Solutions', '‘Agrarian Revolution in Uttar Pradesh' and
'Land Reforms in UP and the Kulaks'. In 1942, he wrote an unique book on Indian

etiquette in Barreilly Central Jail. This book was published later with the title
‘Shishtachar'.

9. Chaudhary Charan Singh passed away on 29th May 1987. His quest for the

be_tterment of the farming community caused his memorial in New Delhi to be named as
'Kisan Ghat'.
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Dr. Monkombu Sambasivan Swaminathan (Posthumous)

Dr. Monkombu Sambasivan Swaminathan was a plant scientist, geneticist, administrator,
institution-builder, and the father of India's green revolution. He dedicated his entire life to ensuring
food and nutrition security for all, using his scientific talent to address the problems of the world's poor.

2. Born on August 7, 1925, in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu, Dr. Swaminathan completed
undergraduate degrees from University College, Thiruvananthapuram and Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University, Coimbatore, and a Master's in Cytogenetics from the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi. Following a UNESCO Fellowship at Wageningen Agricultural
University, he went to the University of Cambridge, UK to pursue his PhD in Genetics.

3. After a brief spell at the Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Dr. Swaminathan joinfad
the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi in 1954 and rose to become its
Director. Thereafter, he served as Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research f'md
Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Agricultural Research and Education;
Principal Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Agriculture; Acting Deputy Chairman
and Member, Planning Commission; and Director General, International Rice Research Institute,
Philippines. In 1987, he founded the M S Swaminathan Research Foundation and was its founding
Director and Chairman. He was President of several important international organisations
including the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources and
Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs. He also worked as Chairman, National
Commission on Farmers, Government of India (2004-06) and Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
(2007-2013).

4, Dr. Swaminathan conducted outstanding research in basic and applied science at IARI.
During his early career at the IARI, he made valuable contributions to the breeding and genetics of
wheat, linseed, chilli, tobacco, bajra, maize, and forage crops, generating outstanding publications
in major journals. For his path-breaking contributions to basic research in cytogenetics, radiation
biology, radiation and chemical mutagenesis, and cell biology during the 1950s and 1960s, he
received the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award in 1961 and Fellowship of the Royal Society, London
(FRS 1973).

5 Dr. Swaminathan led research to develop high-yielding dwarf wheat varieties and basmati
strains which played a pivotal role in the remarkable increase in crop yields that steered India
towards self-sufficiency in food production. This earned him the title of the 'Father of India's Green
Revolution.'

6% Dr. Swaminathan's concern later turned to sustainable agriculture and food systems, or what
he termed “evergreen revolution” to ensure higher agricultural productivity in perpetuity. He pioneered
research on global warming and made climate change a central concern of sustainable agriculture. He
recognised the global importance of collection and conservation of genetic resources and helped build
critical collections in genebanks in India and elsewhere. He was equally concerned with sustainable
use of agrobiodiversity, and contributed to legislation in India and internationally that assured benefit-
sharing with farmers and indigenous communities.

a Dr. Swaminathan was the principal architect of modern agricultural research and
education in India and made an impact in numerous ways from shaping higher education in
Agricultural Universities, setting up the Agricultural Research Service, and implementing farmers'
training via the organisation of Krishi Vigyan Kendras.

8. Dr. Swaminathan's every effort was to promote policies beneficial to men and women
farmers. He initiated “Lab to Land” programme that aimed to transfer new technologies to farmers'
fields and integrate gender concerns in agricultural research and policy. He recommended for
Minimum Support Price as Chairman of the National Farmers' Commission. As vice-chair and
Member, Agriculture of the Planning Commission, he included gender and environmental
perspectives for the first time in the Sixth Five Year Plan.

9. : Dr. Swaminathan was an internationalist and was instrumental in the creation of centres of
agricultural res_v,earch in other developing countries. As the first Asian Director-General of IRRI, he
brought attention to women in rice farming and strengthened agricultural research systems across
South. Ea§t Asia. Leading important bodies of the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture
Organisation and the Consultative Group on International Agriculture Research, among others, he
played a definitive role in developing strategies to end global hunger and poverty.

10.  Dr.Monkombu Sambasivan Swaminathan passed away on 28" September, 2023.
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Shri Karpoori Thakur (Posthumous)

Shri Karpoori Thakur was a freedom fighter, a visionary statesman and a champion of
the cause of farmers, women and disadvantaged sections of society. People call him
'Jannayak' for his work for the cause of common people. His life is a testament to the
relentless pursuit of deepening democracy, embodying the principles of liberty, equality and
fraternity enshrined in the Constitution of India. ;

2. Born on 24 January 1924 at Pitaunjhia (now Karpoori Gram) in Darbhanga (Samastipur)
district of Bihar in a socially, educationally and politically disadvantaged family in a caste-ridden
society of foreign-ruled India. Shri Thakur insisted on attending school. He acquired knowledge from
textbooks by listening to lessons meant for the privileged children of Zamindars, all the while perched at
the footsteps outside the grand expanse of their Haveli. He was among a few at that time who passed
Class 10" Board examination. Undeterred by the social and economic challenges, he enr'olled in the
prestigious CM College. After completingintermediate, he continued his studies for graduation.
34 Shri Thakur, inspired by the freedom struggle, formed the Navyuvak Sangh at the age of
14 and took part in the farmers' movement led by Swami Sahajanand Saraswati. He ac_tlvely
participated in the Quit India Movement and was arrested in 1943. He continued a non-v¥o¥e1.1t
struggle against the British Raj and for the landless farmers even after his release from Jgﬂ in
1945. He was elected provincial minister of the Socialist Party, formed under the leadership of
Acharya Narendra Dev and Jayaprakash Narayan in 1948, and also became a member of the
Central Committee of Hind Kisan Panchayat. He won the first election of Independent India in
1952 as a Socialist Party nominee. Continuing to represent Tajpur in the assembly after
winning the 1957 and 1962 elections, he raised his voice against the plight of the landless
peasants and denounced the continuing caste-based oppression of scheduled castes,
scheduled tribes and backward castes in the Bihar assembly. He became the Deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar in 1967 holding the Education and Finance Ministries. He made primary
education free to help the poor and removed the mandatory requirement of passing English to
pass the 10" Examination to make education inclusive and more relevant. He exempted land
rent on land holdings up to 7 acres.
4. Assuming office as the Chief Minister of Bihar on 22™ December 1970, Shri Thakur
implemented several significant reforms aimed at enhanced accessibility to governance and
improving welfare of the populace. He made Hindi as the language of the government and
instituted old age pension. With an aim to promote transparency, he overhauled the
appointment process of engineers and doctors, distributing their appointment letters in public.
His commitment to social justice was further evidenced by his initiation of land reforms. He
waived the revenue obligations of the small scale farmers and abolished surcharges on land.
59 Shri Thakur continued winning all elections to represent in the Legislative Assembly.
However, he resigned as a Member of the Legislative Assembly in 1974 to participate in the
mass movement popularly known as the JP movement after the name of Jayaprakash
Narayan. He kept the mass movement alive by leading it from undisclosed places, even
during the emergency period of 1975-77. He appeared on a public stage on 30 J anuary 1977
and was arrested before a mammoth gathering of people in Patna's Gandhi Maidan. The
continued fearless and selfless mass movement to restore all democratic rights later led to
the withdrawal of the emergency and the holding of an election.
6. Shri Thakur again became the Chief Minister of Bihar on 24" June 1977, after leading
the coalition to victory in the election and made education free till the 10" class to break the
vicious cycle of poverty- illiteracy. He also recognized Urdu, a language of a large segment of
the population, as the second official language. He implemented the Antyodaya Yojana for
'the first time to provide free food grains through the public distribution system. He also
implemented reservation in educational institutions and government jobs for backward
castes, extremely backward castes, women, and poor upper castes.
7. Shri Thakur, however, had to face the opposition from the privileged and beneficiaries
of the feudal structure but he remained steadfast in his pursuit of social justice. His life has
been a story of the struggle to steer society on the just course of development path where
€veryone gets an equal opportunity to realize his potential and contribute to nation-building.
8. Shri Karpoori Thakur passed away on 17" February, 1988.
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