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HV-wreT vomelr # ARt Hr qfAwr W ARaF T awT A
HarereT

TS faeelr, 12 AR, 2026

-Gy gomel H AR B AN W Ffend 38 IRaw
TFACTT FI AN Fld & 0T H HT FIag Jur gl Fganel
HISAT T EGAT Hcl gl

BT I dle), Plead, THEHOT T 3R ge-aeik & o Jo 4
Tt afafafeat & afg o #JAgc aot gfF &1 & st &1 Ao
uTeled, FYAFE! Uleld, UUTeld, dod 393l & FHRIT 3UART qur
W W IMIRT 3cTAT A Tl JAH Ak &A1 H gART HATATC-
gge AR dfean 3y IRHH HAT §1 9 [ HA-TaedqT A e
TQatereT et g

3T Afgen-fRarATr T case-studies 9T 3MUTRA J&d+ - ‘Women
and Agriculture: Shaping the Future Together - & oiraor &1 &
TEAT LAl gl AT case-studies H 3T SATIhRI HI Ik
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TR W YIR-GER HA F g ARG & IRElA & [awd # ofler
STeidr AT 38 qedeh S A¥Hhdr ey gef

Ooe g & eiel, T Td TATROT & 87 A FATURT A9TGred
ool o AT 3 ARt #I ygqHf & gFAfad fRar ar g1 394
¥ H{F & 3eo@ & H N uiFal| dfAeeg H AAN AT
UqFAT o AT R TRl & g Sifas @A & & T & e
drrer fear aur Afger-aHgt & Aded Ul fHaT| AgRISE & Teh
SIS A § 3« drel AN TGS AT R ST oA
faffiesT BTl Fr gerfaar 1 TIToT fhar @1 3w ‘seed mother &
AH H ST ST g1 WgR & AAdr TogAly fhae =y & a3
¥ AefT g1 3egled Wl & fauv el & ORI & qryg-a1y
Helh TaT-Qd) HEAAT 1 ST T AT 39T oY 36TH Hr o
TUTAT Il 3NTSAT AT HAN FISAAT @l Sifdeh Wl 3R bio-
diversity ¥ 3J$ T&TUT H AT & U SieAr Sar g1 H =ngeh o
T AR & YO Yo Hdeh AT ST FHr Sfedr o (i & &y
H AdHY JTEIA |

AN Y8ooIdl ¢ [ 30 GFAdT # ARSI TR W W &7 A
$r afear st sl w1 W@ €

Ig dgd YHeoidl H & § & Tog FW farafacqaer #
HEITRd Kol fagafiar # afedt & dear 50 gfded @ 3
@l 8, dUT 3% faeafacareal & ag 60 ufaea & & afasw gl
3 sfeat &1 Af@F ggdd ot Ichee /AT gl WER, FAST Jodr

HT &7 ¥ 3 T Raunesr fr I ek § & 39 @R
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dfedr @ W JUT Wi & & H Adcd Yo A g GHY
Il H X HHT HEIAT U WicHgsT el il

#H AT § & Alged F AT H Agca HI &THAT Ak §1 w”g
U Alded A WA §ant # @ifAd A for arar g1 S8
HAIATHRAT § STgY 3T Afgel fhdTEAT I dided UGl el & G
& Y AHE §6ol gl §AR [hAT Iesigrar §1 Algelied &7
g Al A Fget 3R IRTT I §

Ladies and gentlemen,

The United Nations has declared the year 2026 as ‘“The International
Year of the Woman Farmer’. This declaration calls for collective action
to close gender gaps and promote leadership role for women across
agri-food value chains.

It is important to encourage leadership among women who are
engaged in agriculture, specially agri-food systems. India has chosen
the strategy of women-led-development. Women in agriculture sector
should get a greater role in policy formulation, decision making and
leadership positions. Larger participation of women at all levels in the
sector will promote gender-inclusive agricultural growth.

Women farmers should be helped in issues concerning formal land
titles, technical knowledge, financial resources and other support
systems. For women farmers, Al opens new possibilities. Recently,
inspired by the idea of the Government of India to use Al for taking
care of livestock, Sarlaben App has been launched to take care of the
health of the cattle by the world’s largest milk cooperative Amul.
Women farmers are the strength behind the sustained success of
Amul.

| am glad to share with you that during the past decade, India has
taken several steps to empower women in agriculture. Initiatives
promoting women-led Self-Help-Groups and Farmer Producer
Organisations have been effective in promoting women
empowerment in agriculture. The largest mission of financial inclusion

Page 3 of 2



in the world named Jan-Dhan Yojana has 570 million bank accounts,
out of which 56 per cent accounts are being held by women. The
great reach of the digital public infrastructure in India has benefitted
women in a major way. Women constitute 68 per cent of all Mudra
Loan beneficiaries which provides collateral-free credit to micro
enterprises.

More than 10 crore rural households through more than 90 lakh
Women Self-Help-Groups have been mobilised under the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission. This is one of
the world’s largest networks of women-led community initiatives.
Under this Mission, more than four-crore sixty-lakh women farmers
have received support in adopting better farming methods. The
‘NaMo Drone Didi Scheme’ provides women SHGs with drones for
precision agriculture by way of enabling them spray liquid fertilisers
and pesticides. Under the same National Rural Livelihoods Mission,
the Central Government has set a target of creating six-crore
Lakhpati Didis. Till now, more than three-crore women have become
Lakhpati Didis. This initiative which aims at economic empowerment
of women is a transformative step towards their upliftment.

| am very happy that the Union Budget for the current financial year
2026-27 has introduced provisions for Self-Help Entrepreneurs via
SHE-Mart for rural women. Under this program community-owned
retail outlets dedicated for marketing the products made by women
from SHGs and rural areas will be set up in every district. These will
help women involved in animal husbandry, agriculture and related
vocations. The aim of this initiative is to help women go beyond mere
subsistence-level activities and become full-fledged entrepreneurs.

il 3R Feotel,
AT SiAdar H IET F SR JI OB A ToT WER A

Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Minister T
FIAR AT -1 AT a9 HAH AKT Uleled, Ul T ST &
Hgcd &I 3T TS ¥ FHSS &1 JFTET A A7 TET TR |/
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%W & &9 HA dAdcd Yeld el & v H A Rawsr g diger s
aur 3 qff & H FUEAT FA g

H T U TH A H AT § STET AT HHGI & & hr
e e g1 Ha @d-fraeh & §gd dede §@ dar gl A
@l § T Selolidig WHAGH & dleT Hgol & natural farming,
organic agriculture, STol-HI&TUT AT SHA-SIg3iT I FL&TT Sl Hgcd
od gl 3ol gcufadr I 39 climate resilient agriculture & &9 #H
farg-wHe™ arr YicHTesT Yare faam ST & &

Ladies and gentlemen,

| am sure that the participants in this global conference will find
pathways for driving progress and attaining new heights. There is
global consensus on giving equal importance to People, Planet,
Prosperity, Peace, and Partnerships. | will appeal to all the
stakeholders that on the dimension of ‘People’, gender should be
given special priority in thought and action. With effective gender-
inclusion in every sphere of activity, including agriculture, we will not
only achieve the SDGs but will also make the ‘Planet’, a much more
sensitive and harmonious place.

Thank you!

Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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